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Jerry Ld8enrm spaldhg's of Christ CZrurd.l when 
Jerry was born. She was baptized there in 1913 by Bv. Riley and has 
b e e n a n m h r s h .  C h r i s t C h u r c h h a s s p c h l ~ t o ~ e r r y a n d  
to her family. She r a m b r s  the auditorium and stage in the Parish 
Hall, and her brrrthar Jack played for marry events W. She 
~ t h e p l a y s t h a t w e r e p e r f o r m e d h t h e t h e a t e r a n d m a r r y o f  the 
even-b ard celebratiom held in the church. Her chi1dm-1 wem also 
~ 0 f t h s B a y S a o u t T r o a p a t C h r i S t ~ .  ~ e a s t w ~ o n  
t h e M X X t h s i d e o f t h e c h a p e l w a s g i m i n ~ r y o f h e r m n t h e r ~  
~ei~fenring. Jerry has made that at her death she is to 
be m t e d  and buried in the wall a t  Christ Churchls garden, thus 
a i m i n g  her life-1- love and asso5aticm w i t h  mist much. 
Readers of the oral history mmir should bear in m h d  that it is a 
tranSaript of the Eipoken word, and that the htemiewer, narrator and 
d t m  Wt to  the informal, cwnrersatimal style that is 
inherent in such historical mmes. Sangarocn State University is not 
rqmsible for the factual accuracy of the m i r ,  nor for views 
expressed therein; these are for the re2Lder to judge. 

The manuscript may be read, quoted and cite3 freely. It may not be 
in whole or in par t  by any msans, electmnic or mechanical, 

w i t h a k  pmission in mi* fmn tbe O m l  History Office, Sangrmm 
S t a t e  Uruversity , Sprhqfield, Illinois 62794-9243. 
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Q: Jerry h m  long have you been a n m k c  of Christ  Chmh? 

A: S h  1914. 

Q: YOU were baptized in .the church? 

A: Yes, I ane was. WereM Riley, I dun% renember his first m n ~ ,  
baptized me. I dantt mmrhr him at all really because he left when 
I w a s t o O y a n g t o ~ .  ButIhavehissigm~mmybirth 
certificate. 

A: Yes, they were. 

A: yl dad changed postions and moved to Peoria with the Il lhis  ' 
Teminal Railroad which wae then called the, well it was -tly 
called the Illinois TerminzlL Railroad . . . 

A: Ihadbm. BmtherGeorgeinMil~21ukeewndabrotherJahn~. M. 
Leisenring, Jr. who passed away five years ago. But mist U ~ u r d ~  has 
been very special to me and to our family. I remElnber before the 
Sunday Schml building was built, before the Sunday School roarrrs were 
bui l tvhretheyarenm, wehadastage. Werrentintotheparish 
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is llaw where 

Sunday sdmdl. 

Q: Isn't it still a raised area? Ian% you have to s t q  up to w 
that en3 of the buildirg even yet? 

A: yes, but you see the stage was taken at. That's where yau go 
uptotheSundayschool, theoldmgrades. Thermrseryisinthemv 
building. It's joined on to the Chur& and that wasn't there e i m  
then. I t w a ~ i j u s t t h e t h u r c h a n d t h e p a r i s h h o u s e a n d t h e ~ g e ~ ~  
waswedbyal lmmmnitygmp.  

Q: Were you in any of the plays? 

A: I don't think. No, I donlt think so. I used to play for Sunday 
sdmol, the piarm. 

Q:  id yoet? T e l l  me about the children's Sunday -1. 

A: Well, they used ta love to sing. !they lared to sing & I  wasqtt 
that acctc'rnplished msician but I  mild play the piano. Wnward ~~ Soldier, If- Vp, Wp for Jerms1I and all their 
E a ~ ~ ~ i t e ~ a n d r r r a r r y f l z n d a y S c h o o l m x p e r ~ I ~ .  The 
f i r s t c n e I ~ i s C l ~ H m l i n .  AlmaHmlinstillcumsup 
to vis i t  Christ Church. She lives in Wocd River I believe. Shews a 
frierd of Esther Hathaway, Cliff IEathawayls mother. That is Cliff 
Hai2lmay, Jr. 

A: atat's right. Ehrt Aha still cures up to visit Esther. ,was 
Cl- Hamlin. Eric Green was super- of Strrrday School me 
the. I think maybe he fol laed Clarence Hamlin. Then was 
R i ~ O l w n .  H e w a s n ' t ~ t o o l a n g b e f o r e t h e y w E m m w e d l x r t  
after that . . . now they don't have a flrnday Schaol snrperkhx3mt, 
the assis- reckr takes chaqe of that they didn't have 
assistantsinWdays. T h q h a d t h e r e c t o r a n d w h a d t h e  
--of Sllnday-1bUt--mass*, ~ 8 s o c i t e  
rector. 

Q: Haw did they hold their classes in that big m? 

Q: Was it l h  a man divider? 
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Mary Jane "Jerry" spalaing 3 

A: Yes, I don't hew mt they called them I;ut they could put t h ~ $ ~  
a r o w r g t h e t a b l e ~ a n d d m h w h e r e t h e c l a a s e s w e m ~ .  Like, 
hingad ~lcreens, that's the way they divided the Gunday school mar&. 

Q: Huw many kids wem in a class d l y ?  

A: Ihadaclassofbays, allbay&whenJohnHauserwasmcAor. f 
hrpd JK. arrd our JZUWS Spaldhg, and they- W i l ~ .  
I ~ ' t l a c r w w h j . c h w a s ~ ~ r s e *  W t t I ~ t h e r e w e r e ~ t e n ~  
in that class. 

a: Do yau really think so? 

A: Qh, I think so* 

A: It was sort of left to W teicherls ~ i n a t i m ,  a lot of it, 
really. I don% rerfmbr the nams but they folluwed the ~ ib le  and 
they had specific sarrcss that they used but it wae not as specific. 

A: No, sort of had to h p r ~ ~ i s e .  

a: Hew lmg did yau teach? 
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Q: Did yau go to the m i c e ?  Or were you plt in &ldren8s -y 
School or a sewice for children? 

A: The &.il&m didnlt go to churr=h with their parmk very mntch, , 
just on special occasians they- in Sunday School. I went wiml 
t h e m  yes, as I say on special occaaicns, h t  every Sunlay, no. I 
donlt mrrmhr how they, it seems to  ~lls that Sunday -1 was bef@m 
dmr& a t  maybe 9:30 and then dnmh was at 10:30 or quarter till 
elwen. E?ut in  these days parenb didnlt b:ing their children ta 
church as much as they do nuw, whi& I heartily approve of. It's a 
family mice an3 the children should be there. I dmlt remzdxx, 
S a n d t y , ~ m y p a r e n t s t o o k m e t o ~ a r d p u t m e i n t h e ~  
or what ha-, but I wasn't in dn.mh w i t h  them too often. But my 
motheranddad-very, v e r y d e v o u t ~ o f C h r i s t E p i r x o p a l  
Ch-. Originally they were Lutherans fmn Lutherville, Maryland, 
michwasfQundedbyMartinmther. S o y a u c a n s e e w h y t h e y ~  
Lutherans. Wzt they joined the Epi- Ckurch before they left 
Maryland and cams w e s t .  My mother was a very, very active m n h r  in 
w h a t ~ c a l l n c r w ,  m e E p ~ c h u r d l ~ , w h i c h u s e d t o b e t h e  
tmmlls Auxiliary. She and May H i l l ,  my H&gsm H i l l ,  wera very 
active in the Wcmanls Alnhliary and a h  J-, N-IS 

-, and -, -1s -, Gertrude Magil l .  
They lived right next door t o  my f o l h  cn IllM M ml eveq year 
just mom Palm Sunday, all the wanen of the auxiliary used to meet 
out at  W e 1 s ,  as we called her, andMary1s hause and lnade 
to be pinned an your lapel m FUKI Smfhy. I czvl still make them lsut 
instead of having the palrrts to c2lrzy they made l i t t l e  crosses. mt 
went cn for yeam. 

Q: My ~ d r e n  have had them. 

A: Yes, and you put a l i t t l e  pin &put it cm your ahoulder or y c k  
lapel. 1 

A: I don't thMr so, Sandy. I think in recent  pa^^ Christ much 
-p has incseased ~ ~ l y .  mil3 is 3- h-l mlmspct. 
I'm not for 3x1t I think this is right. C h r i s t  Qmmh used to be 
like many Episcopi+l- I w, rather cold. The people 
didnl t turnamundandgree t the irne i~ar i twas jus tnotas  
WOntlEil as it is mw. I lib this infonaality nu& htter. Of  
m u r s e t h e ~ i s c l o p a l ~ h a s b e e n w i t h ~ g T e a t i n g a v e r y s u n d a y  
a n l t h e ~ o f ~ b e i n g m o r e ~ c a ~ v e o v e r ~ t  
ten years or so nraybe has hpmved, I mink, considerably in my mird. 
Of ccrurse it cmld have been this w a s  a yaungsterls viewpint. Wlt I 
t h ~ t t h z l t i t w z l s r a t h e r m l d a n d I t h i n k m y b e ~ ~ t s f d t ~  
sam way, but itls nut that way m. 

Q: No, no, it isnlt. 
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A: No way ZUYA of dl the who have bsen there, Rev. Riley, i a 
after him, I hcpe I can the auacession. Jerry Wallace 
thare for a gwd many yeans. John Hauser, B i l l  J a d  wha baptiz 
aur m, John, Frank Shaffer d Hoby H e w .  I think that's 

A: Well your mamcary sort of lapses a little bit, yau knaJl But Hoby, 
he's else, he's rtlElrvelws. 

a: Isnlt he. 

A: He's been SO good fur Christ Church. Frank Shaffer, I w i l l  have 
tosaythisforhim. W h e n m y ~ w a s B t i l l i n t h e ~ i a l a r d  
d i d ,  theday shediedhespenttherholedaywithus atthehoEcpital. 
He stayed right with us ard I liked lhnk,  M he was mt as open  an^ 
cammicative as Hcby is. Mary, his wife, I just lwed. Hazy, -t1s 
her  lame nuw? She married after Frank died. Of caurse their san is 
naw an m d a h d  curate in the qiecopal dmr&, Paul Shaffer. 

A: lIhgr had bays and tw girls I believe, maybe it was  just one 
girl. But Mary married the widwer of another rmrhr of mist 
Chmh, MI antl they ncw live in Ohio. 1'11 think of it pmhbly vhen 
ycrul= -9 

Q: That's okay. 

A: 'Ihey were  very, very good m a & m  of Christ Episcapal Chw& and I 
canlt mrmbr his last mure but anyway they moved to W o .  

A: No. Why? muse I married a Rman Catholic. 

Q: Gwd-. 

Q: Was yCplr husband a vary active member of his church? 

A: No. 
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A: Ohhemsupset. Atthetimweweremarried.theymuldmt,gs 
theydorwrw,raarryyouin~&.apelorthed;lurch. Y o u h a d t o b e  
~ i s d i n t h e p r i e s t f s h c p n e .  W e ~ t o b e m a m i e d o u t a t q  
folks, my mther and dad's house an Illini Road. Fa- -, who 
was w i t h  Blessed Sacrament Chmh for marry, many years, Wdn't hear 
to it. Two or weeks later - else of mixsd faith was 
married at their ham an3 that upget q husband considerably. He 
figured that maybe t h y  just, it's sort of silly, but maw they gave 
him a l i t t le  mme damtion. 

Q: Yes. 

A: Sincethenhefsnotbeentoo activeanddidnft evengo tochurch. 
Who Iuherws? 

A: Yes, Jim anl G l o r i a  are of eist  Church naw. This is M s  
seccmd wife. I 

Q: Now a& of yaur da-ter-in-laws, was it Ebrbm that I met qt 
the hoe;pital, w i t h  the back prable;rm3? 

A: That was Jim's wife, Gloria. That's Jim's second wife and they 
live cut an IXulkin Drive here in Springfield. ~ i m  ccniLd pmbahly tell 
~ 0 u ~ a b o l r t Q l r i s t ~ t O o b e c a u s e t a l k i n g a b c R l t m t  
Sunday School class that he and John Hauser w m =  in. He should 
lmfmber sams of that. 

A: Yes. 

Q: of yaur beys in it? 
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Q: Haw long vmre * lmmbm3 of that? 

A: Sandy, 1'11 take that back. Jim was not a menb= of Troap 7 ,  he 
w a s  a of Troop 3 at DoLaglas Avenue -st w. He wag a 
Cub Sccmrt arvd an Explores Scout and his dad, Ernie, wars 
C t i b m b r  of the cub Scout pack, Then Jim w m t  on to Explorer ScaStts, 
he didn't go htn regular scwts. Our: m, John, was a nmrhr of 
~ 7 a n d I ~ m h a p p y t o s a y h s ~ ~ t h e ~ O a t t o E a g l e  
S c a t .  

Q: TexWfoot to Eagle Scout? 

Q: Wall he was active all the way tbmqh high school m f t  he? 

A: Yes, in s c a t s ,  yes hewas. Theyhadverygood s c a t  leademhip 
dawn thsre. m. Kfmredy, used to have Kzmedy Ism, was their 
MmLttlederandhemsverygoodwi~thebcrys.  Af te r tha t i t - .  . . (pause) It's terrible, narrres leave me. He's still lwrw zLnd 
hie son wars alsa an Wle Scout whm John was M1Hled Eagle S m u t  so 
that shcruld help. 

Q: It's not: lllpuylatory tbat be a n m b r  of the church to be in 
that m? 

I 

A: Oh no. Any- that wants to join. Ihatls tha masm that at 
~ a f t e r ~ d r n l g o t h i s E a g l e ~ w a s ~ b e c a u s e ~ h a d h e a r d  
rumre that ehepresmt s c a b w k r ,  I still m f t  -his namr;, 
was going to leave muse his boy an Eagle Scaut. That seems 
~ b e t h e u l i ~ t s ~ ~ g e t ~ t u n l ~ t h e y w a n t t a g o o n i n t o  
advancd leadership of their t m x p  or of the council. They usually 
d r o p ~ l x r t i t ' ~ S t i l l g o i n g u r d e r m w 3 a m e s c c e r t ~ l @ a d e r .  I 
guess he decided to kep it a* all. 

Q: Good, because good mes are hard to f w .  

A: That's right it takes an awful lot of time. Wzt my mdxmhip Sn 
C h r i s t ~ h a s b e e n v a r y , v e r y p r e c i o u s t o m e .  Mmnmwerein 
Bip l tbme  last -, before last, to henre services for my 
Dad in Ealthre, we went tn the little Eplsoopdl &pel in 
Lutherville, Mhqland. rZley have a very t a r d l  chapel and I did 
lzatremabrthattheyhadbuiltanewchurdlbehindit.  Mybmther 
G e o r g e ~ I ~ i n t o . t h e l i ~ e c h a ~ ~ d . 1 r # r w b ~ y u s a d f o r ,  
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Q: Did they - art in abut the 19201s? 

A: My brPther Jack, John Jr. was b m  yearrs old when they maved to 
~eoriaandUmyweminPeoriatWoyearsbeforethsymnredt0 
Sprirqfield. He was sixty-nine rhen he died five years ago. So the 
yearof h i s b i r t h w m l d b e . .  . 
Q: 1907? 

A: That's right* 

that's came b Peoria. SO thqy hare 1909, 
1910, along there. 

Q: I just warrted to have an idea haw lcng they'd been here. m t g s  
NUley~mevezyea r lyon .  I-, wasnfttheparish 

house bult ~tl 1914? 

A: Yes, I think so. 

Q: Y o u  ware barn in 1914, right? 

A: Right, right. 

A: Right, my nother always said that I started the war. (laughter) 
S h e u s s e d t o s 2 l y t h a t 1 ~ t h e w a r .  
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Muther d Dad did. lhery say it's always hard for a parent to 1 
child hefore they go he manned Jack -ibly. Of cmrse my 
96 

* 
Q: And he was still living by hinrrself? 

A: Well, nut really b y m f ,  hewas still c u t  at the lake, East 
UkdmreDrive. Wzthehadaymnqmn&ayhqwithhimwhois~ l  
livirq in hmse ncrw until m lsell it. We had the auctim a r t  
there last suslday. Thm he also had two or three bayls who cmne in ard 
took of the yard. He has an acrs and ahfast a half. 

A: Right ad it's a beautiful location. I lwe to go out W but 
it's not practical can't afford it and in the winters y m  )aaJ. 

Q: Especially when yau have to came in t u w n  to work. 

Q: Wxte yau active in the group, im any of the 
orgmizatiosls, arry of the guilds? 

A: S t .  Hilda's. 

Q: Have you always worhd? 

A: No, nut until Susan our yowqest daughter who is mw-the d y  way 
I can rermbr the childrenls ages is the year they wwe born. She 
was born in 1943 wh ich  muld m4u3 her --eight right? 

Q: Yes. 

A: When she was eight or nine, the secmd ar third grade, I went back 
to work. I stayed ham and took mre of the yomgshx when they were 
little. Bop10 just didn't do all this =king that they do m. 

Q: You didn't ta have al l  the ma-ial things that people - -fl 
Q: Where Jay's workshop is nm? 

A: It was just mst of MacArthur. What is the ~ t n e  of that? Yes, I 
think so. 

Q: Was it called J & J Groceria at one W? 
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Mary Jane llJerry" Laismring SpaldirrJ 10 

E M  of Side One, T a p  me 

A: Sandy, ~ Q U  are asking ms a difficult question. 

A: Yes, I was president: of St. Hilda's two years and as I say I was 
pimist  for the Sunday Schaol for t w o  or three years but as far as 
offi- I don't think other than st. Hilda's. I lacrw I was not arry 
officle in the Wmm'e Auxiliary because I want back to work. 
was an officer of the Auxiliary, Martha Idsenring. She arrd Mary 
J d n r s o n z o l d H a y R F U ~ ~ a d v e ~ a l a o t h e s e w ~ ~ ~ c h  
isncrwtheWednssdaySewing-. I d 0 1 1 ~ t ~ w h a t d a y l t w a ~ 3  
theyhaditbutIthinkitwasaWedmsday. 

Q: D i d  you - go to the sewing meetings? 

A: No, because I was working. 
1 

A: They used to have a live-in maid in ~ l i s ,  which is duwn by 
EffJxsgham. My folks used to travel with G. E. Weaver arrd hjs wife, 
Elabel. Mr. Wegver PAS president of the Weaver Manufacturing Ccrmpany, 
hean3hisbrather, Ira. W e a v e r ~ a C t u r ~ e c m p a r r y ~ o n S e x l t h  
9th Street ,  or 10th S t r e e t  and they used to travel quite a bit w i t h  
thern. A t  that t ime  you could get a live-in maid for nothing. We 
lived all up and dawn 4th Street for a good rimy years. 

Q: Which part of 4th Sjtmet? 
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Q: So you have kind of grerwn up w i t h  Betsy Jahnson? 

A: Well was mnsiderably younger than I. 
I 

A: Right. Betsy's -, Gertie, and Mazy, UE daater .  I 
rmabr Betsy and her sister, Mmy Jane, arvd t h e i r  brother. Norman 
Jr. We have picbrs of them --they &re just little ki& aut cn 
Illini m. 

A: Yes, about: a sqhame in oollege. 

Q: Wall lived c u t  i h m  a lmg time? How long have ycw been 
d e d ?  
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Mary Jane l'Jerryw Lsigenring Spalding 12 

A: Wa wem m i e d  1937, the year I graduated frrmn college. 
~ m a r r y y e a r s j k i ~ t ?  

Q: So your daddy lived at  the lake for forty-four m? 
A: No, he didn't live at the lake, he l ived on 1llini Rnad. 

Q: CBr *that's when they built the m IllM? 

A: ~ b u i l t ~ h o u s e m I l l M R o a d w h e n I ~ i n 8 e ~ e r Y t h ~ ,  I 
think, at Hay-Edwards school. But thsy didn't live at the lake for 
forty-four years, we've lived here forty-four yem. But I was a 
sophamre in college when they mJved to .ths lake. I was in college 
frm 1932 urkfi 1936, the U. of I. 

Q: What was your major? 

A: What call aCmmatnicati- nuw, jaurnalism. I used to mite a 
lot. RXIE of these days I'm go- to write sme mre I reth. 
I lwe to write. 

Q: Yau should start working an it. M ' t  wait until yaur skills get  
rrrulfpl. 

A: Right ,  right. I like to write. Of canse in those days they 
didn't have all the -ties that the kids have ~ x r  of days. 

A: That's right. When I got out of college I 1- for a mition 
w i t h  the local mqmper. It wwldn't have paid me to even go to 
work, what they pald in those days, in 1937. 1 mrkd w i t h  Charles C. 
T h a w s  Publisher, a medical publisher, for a year before I ws mid 
and1 justwasafl-, youkmw. Iwwlddowhatwerhadtobe@e 
ardthatwaserroughandthenIwasmarried. Butthekidstcdayhaqso 
manylnnreoppo~t ies thanweeverhad ,  inschoolandoutof schaol. 
l%t I'm nut m they realize it, it's a diffemrt y t i o n ,  t w o  
gmemticms cause actually we have tvm generations m our family. Our 
Johnandtheotherthree. 

Q: Haw old is your John, eighteen? 

A: Sam goes in my dad's family. Ed was tw&y years than 
his older sister, who raised him. Coursa they had big f d l i e s  in 
those days and it's all thmqh the Leiserr-  and npp family. My 
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m&herms a npp, m re la t im  to Buddy Wpp. He came to semi-. I 
ramhr that, our sister's -ices, vhich we had at Srnithls whi* 
u s e d t O h e m ~ S t r e a t ~ 7 t h ~ 6 t h m t h e s c u t h s i d e ~ o f  
the stmet.  That's Smith's at that the, in abrick 
b u i l ~ b e f 0 ~ t b e y m o v e d a R ~ m 8 c u t h 6 ~ .  mrtMayorKapp - to Aunt Rolsels mice there at Smithlasi. 

Q: D i d  he spell his the ~ ~ m u a ?  

A: !Chat Is right. 

A: That's right, my dad used to t a b  Barbara arrl ~ h w a l k h q  m 
f l v l d a y s a n d t o o k ~ c r u t ~ u s e t h e y l i k e d ~ ~ a r d , l ~ t o b e o u t  
in the mtdo~rs arrl held walk them a r t  Dirken Drive arrl the 
wfioleareawestof ChathamRoadwas justadirtroadthatwmtbehind 
Illini mmtry  Club golf ccurae, ahere he used to play golf when it 
w a s  nine hole. That w a s  just a dirt mad so he wwld take them out in 
thecmnkry. Themm'tanythingthereandnothing~. Itvas 
just farm land. Yhere the ampass is an Jefferson xhere the train 

wer Jeff- out west, that's chmhill Ebad I  LESS it is, 
thatwashisccnurtry* Themwasnothing. 

A: At the C h U X h ?  

Q: W 1  ma about sam of m. 
A: Well, theymmrnuchthesan~asthqarencrw. Imeanwe  
~ c i p a t e d i n u l e m a r d y r u w e r e v e q a w e d ~ v e r y e r r c i t e d a b a R  
bei.qinthechrisbas&qeant. I t h m k t o t h e y a n r g ~ d r e n g r c l w ~  
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Q: Hcrw marry did they have? 

A: Three I thjrrk, b m  girls and a bay. I may be wmrg, maybe it was 
just two. Also Judy W i t h e y ,  Judy W i t h e y  Petefiah, used to babysit 
w i t h  them. Judy and Bzcb were in high s&ool togethsr. Incidmhlly, 
her myther, V i v h ,  JWyrs mother Vivian, cwuld pmbably tell you 
tmethhg abcrut Christ Ummh tao. Her husband, George, died sweml 
y e a r s a g o h r t s h e i s a x m r b r o f c h r i s t ~ .  Shelivesouton 
Jeanette Lane I believe it is. I think V i v i a n  originally maybe was a 
F~dq&erianbut it doesnlt mat*. Shels ncrwanu;;mberof mist 

Her daughter, J W y ,  w lives in & i 
very close. And as far as any o m  wicular pamm in Christ UmpA, 
of the Sunday School super- bkmn I lzaenbr Mr. H m l i n ,  mic 
Green, Dick Olsen. I think Cl- Hamlin m l y  pert in the mat 
years tAere. He was there for cpite a few years and his widcrw Alma 
cmldwu& for that. But I still think that Woby, our present 
rector, isthegreatestas far as I 1 m m m e m e d .  BothRsamryard 
B i l l  Toland were  wm&rful  also. was at crur auction last 
flrnday 1- for of Dad1a d s e s .  I didn't have them 
out, they are in that box m there. I didn't knuw B i l l  savad than 
and she said, l l B i l l  collects 

a: Oh, he does? 

A: I didn't know it. 

A: Sure, Jahn, when he was in mrmeq school over there on IBuglas, 
fell in that lagom. They took aver them for a f ield t r ip  arvl 
M r s .  W U a o n ,  I&O had the sdrool i n  her hcarre, jtrmped in  riw 
afterhim. 'fnELtlsdeep. Hejustgotboclosetotheeclgeandfell 
in. She toolr. her shoes off and w m t  in right after him. Slightly we t  
people. lhat Is deep. That is an old m h  shaft urrder there. 

Mary Jane "Jerry" Leisenring Spalding Memoir - Archives/ Special Collections - Norris L Brookens Library - University of Illinois at Springfield - UIS



A: Right. Christ C h w &  has really ame a lug, lcngway~ inmy 
opinion as far as attracting =people. I think that has a lot  t o  do 
wiululaRectoranAHobydoesthat. Heattractsyangperrpleardhe 
has a way w i t h  bath yc~;zng and old. A s  I said earlier, were a 
g o a d m a n y ~ t h e r e w h e n ~ l e M 1 t ~ l y ~ c a ~ a n d i t w a s  
cold. If ycu did a q  carnrmrnicatjng it w a s  in the guild or auxiliary, 
butnotinchurch. ' Ihatusedtobesortof,  I g u e s s m t i l ~  
years, astandard,vhtdoIwanttosay . .  .part:oftheEpisclcrpal 
dmrch. 

Q: A little bit of stand-offkhmss? 

A: Y e s .  

A: mitad to be? No. 

A: That must have been before ny t h  I think. 

Q: It ms when it was very early on. 

A: I nwer heard of anything lh that, no. Rrt it muld have been. 
It was very musive I guess. It was f w  by *'blue-bloodst* of the 
ccenrrmnity etc. mt invited me, I just went. 

Q: I think by the t h  ~ e r r y  Wallace ~ I E  he put an end tm that 
pretty -* 

A: I would imagine, yes, because he was c x l t ~ i n g  very Wm 
to earth and he didn't follar any format. I mean he wts very, very 
~tm2aarldveryrmvhat-* H e w a s ~ l a u ~ ~ f c a n s a , ~  
luwaauch. O f m u r s e C h r i s t a n n c h h a s a l w a y s b e p n l a r ~ .  
S c l n s b o d y d w e w e r e t h e ~ o f t h e d i 0 ~ e 8 e .  We-thecnly 
lclw d m r d ~  in  the diocese, I think. 

Q: We are, rirp1t. 

A: R r t I l a v e i t .  

Q: I like the simplicity of it. 

A: Right and I like the service the way it is n w  too. 
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Q: Tell me, I hear all of this aver the pw book 

A: Oh that's crazy. I don't knm v h y  them is so mWh cmtmmq. 
Why should there be? 

Q: I dmlt knawbut there sure eeems to be a way of raising a lot of 
people's to the pmyer book. 

A: Well, Sandy, t ha t  neverbothtmdrne in the least because I don't 
think it's that radical, that navh of a chanJe. Just because they 

the service, wall yes, at me time when they had .the trial 
book out before they had the final pr-, you junphg h i k  and 
forth, ycru kncrw, frclm the old prayer book& to the trial sewice it 
was a little hard to follaw. 

Q: Naw see that's abcnxt the t h e  m cams into Christ clmmh* 

Q: You feel that it wasn't arrything to get excited abmt? 

A: No. 

Q: Why do yau think people ge t  so u p e t  about dmqe in that form? 

A: Well lkere could have been. I'm not that well versed in it but I 
dmlt think so. As far as I'm concerned no. 

Q: Hcrw do yau feel abwtt hav- the lay people help with the 
c!amK&m? 

A: well I think that's great. I really liks it. I t hhk  the mra 
that the caagregation participates Ure better. I may be different 
fmn a lot of other peaple but I've felt as I say, I mmmber the my 
i t u s e d t o b e w h e r e ~ p a r t i c i ~ ~ w f i e n t h s a l ~ u s e d ~ b e ~ c k  
up against .the wall, the re redo^ was not them and W little wlndcw 
that isaverthealtarandthepriesthadhisbacktothe 
co3lgregatim. 

a: They changed that tcm? 
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A: Qh sure. The service, he had his back to the cmqregation d u r h  
the d d x a t i o n  of holy cammion, the altar was not forward. 

Q: A n d i n t k r e p i ~ i t l o n k e d l i k e i t w a s n a t b a c k a g a h t t h a t  
wall. I have me old pi- and it doesn't look: l h  itts all the 
way back, lxlt it nray have been. 

Q: Naw the priest tums and fa,ces the -tion. 

A: Yes, but they war stod b d x d  tha altar, they ware  in frcnrt of 
it always. That's what made it MS flush against the wall. 

8: It might have hen. The picture I have is ram clcudy. It's 
hard to tell. 

A: Sure I do. She was -, she w a s  very active. I-& husk&, 
Dr.  -, had mhrer Sanitarium. 

A: Yes, she w vsry active alw with m&er ard May H i l l ,  Gertie 
Magill, Mary JdollsCgl ard more than I can mare. She was a very 
faithful rmribr of C h r i s t  armrch. She was a character. She had a 
mindof hercrwnbutsheguredidwhat&estartedarttodo. 

a: she did? 

A: Genrenwr of West Virginia.  Judy was qyite a bit  than her 
older sirstar. Judy was active in the m y  School ard  the & o h  and, 
a y e s ,  ane tinve I sang in the choir. I forgot that. Youtd never 
Iacrw it n c r w h t  I did. 'Ihatts when Lottie Taylorwas the choir 
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dFrector ard Ann wancker, her sister, was the organist. The Organ 
u s e d t o b e c r v e r t h e r e t o t h e l e f t o f ~ t h s l ~ i s n a w .  

Q: to that eide. Where the pipes still are? 

A: Yes, she to sit on the kmh there and look in the mhmr to 
s e e w h o w a s a m h q i n t h e ~ d i f ~ m ~ i n a n d r e a d y .  
She played the organ for a good- ~WES. That's Lattie Taylor and 
Will Taylor. They lived on 1331 D i a l  OcRlrt. I that. Mother 
ard Dad ware good f r i a  of .theirs. Will was w i t h  Franklin Life - Ocanparry- 

Q: What was he them? Was he o m  of the officers? 

A: Yes. They had it in Sp5ng£ield High School for years and l3m-1 
WhenSangmcmStateopenedtheirauditoriumoutthwetheylrvcrvedout 

This year is the first ysar mey've been out there. That's 
not right, it's the Springfield, maybe it's the camunity Opera. 

A: No, no, theMunyOperra is out at the lake. But th is  is what  uEwd 
to be the A r t l a t a r  M u s i c a l  Club  it is ncrw the Springfield, well the 
Sprinsfield Syrrp?horry Orr;hestra is out there too. 

Q: The choir has attracted a quite =ious nmktxhip hasn't it? 

A: I would say so, yes, and larry Mmse is doing a nmmdous job w i t h  
the a i r .  Harrrran Ifort was before him. Herman was very dedicated 
ard his wife, ~ i q h i a ,  was a very a-lished writer. I have me of 
her bOD]pg. She was also a nature lover. H e r  death was very tragic. 
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A: She was in the Myers IWildirg ane day, gat an the elevator and 
collapsed ard died. She was yaaug. I guess it was hard, she 
have been in her 40ts, no m. 

Q: Oh really. Yau knm have a collectim of her works a t  
Westem Illinois ~ ~ i ~ ,  b pfntings, her writ*. 

A: She was very, very talented. 

Q: Scanethirrg else I've learned doing Wtese interviews, she must have 
hen a wmdaYU lady. 

A: She was a very pmtQ wanan too. She was very striking. She had 
black hair d she wore it 1- and pulled back with sort of an aval 
face. Shs was very, very -. They had ale son. Wrt I think, 
Sandy, 1% nat sure, but I tlmik she ccruldntt have been mre than in 
her 40's or early 50's but -was inMyers and gut cut of ths 
elmtor and just crollapEied. 

Q: Do you pople dress different for chmA? I 
A: Oh sure, ah definitely. I can remember when WB alwaye had to kwar 
glwes, wfiite glcwes or whatever kird of glwes, ard a hat. You nwer 
wesrttodmmhwithoutahatandgloves. 

Q: Did the men always w a w  suits? 

A: Y e s ,  they sure did. I think this casual way of dressing is nu& 
better. 

Q: Ard a dress or a Etkirt? 

A: Well there wenmtt parYts then. 

A: That's right Wt I draw the line abcRzt kids ccanirrg in with blue 
jeans bare feet. That's a little too nu&. Wit they can put an 
Bhoes ml that Is alright. What diff- daes it maks what ycru =? 
You're rwt tAere for -, ehia is what it used to be, a dress parade. 
You'd dress up and amybuly  m EhstiX amd&ly, a m y b d y  tlxmed Elrumd 
and looked at a m y b d y  else to see what IAmy had m. So and so had 

an and so & sohad-t m. I can -.that, and I 
thought, Well, this is silly. What dif fermce does it make what yau 
dtt No, I think itts much better ncrw, I really do. I ]a#rw 
is a lot of pwple who object k t  ths looenbq of the traditim I 
guess, or what they've always done for so mny and the 
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A: No, I don't thMr BO. As I say, to me, Christ is my hceme. 
~ a m g o i r q t o b e b u r i e d t h e r e a t ~ i s t Q l u r c h ,  inthewall, inthe 
garden- 

a: ah yaz are? 

A: Andsoisnyhusband. T h e a s h e s a r e g o h g t ~ b e p t i n ~ w a l l  
of the garden. They have three or faur of them there nm. 

A: Didnl t yau Icnclw that? 

a: No. 

A: Go in the ga+den sclnetime thtna are plaques on the top of the 
wall. 

A: m k K i r k i s - .  m l e a a ~ f m Q U M C + n n c h f c a . m .  
His ashes are there. He rrae vice president or bad a high office in 
Central 1llhis Public Service an3 his mice8 *rere held in 
Chris t  M, his family ard  his W and Udran. There is a 
plaque thexe for h i m  arvjl for two wtmm, me of them is a Gardner. Go 
up and look a t  U-m. 

Q: I sure w i l l .  

A: All I have to do is w r i t e  a lettar to  W t h l s  w i t h  a spy to t k  
M, that's h t  H&y said. I don't want rmybody taking me amass 
the mile. 

Ens of side Two, Tape One 

A: I ~ t a l W n g ~ m y b r o t h e r G e o r g e a n d B e t t y , w h o a r a m e m b a r s  
of Christ Qm dnuch in Milmukee an3 very active, George 
Lsisenrirq ard Betty UisemM. They h a .  a -ium under the 
c t a u c h f o r a & e s o f ~ o f t h e ~ .  Ithhkthexeisaamathirg 
l h  six hmbdamd space6 for m. 
Q: There in Milwauke? What d.rurr=h is that? 
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A: The Lehemirq hrkl plut is alee W in Pbxyland, h t  he 
w a n t e a ' t o b e b u r i a a ~ i n U l e ~ p p p l c Y t w i t h m n t h e r .  Matherdied 
in 1966 ard Jack died in 1976. ~o was a acccnnplishEd nusician by 
the nay. 

Q: What did he play? 

A: The piano. He used to play for the cfiair at Christ and 
also at the Scaday -1 before I came along. He perf- in misuly 
of those things they used to have on the stage, he played the pi=. 
Allan Abels, a good friend of his who is nut a  mnbs  of hrkt 
&wrch, Sam IWlford was not a mzmbr of mist Chumh, Razz Armb~~3- 
WhOmwlivesinAltm, RossIthinkhirjnameusedtobe, wecalled 
hSra Razz. 

A: Right. 

A: I didn't )ahckJ that. 

A: Well Razz was a very close f r i d  of my brother, JacWs, and they 
hadinrunAmtmtogtkr. ~ u s e d t o p l a p p ~ t h e y w e r e i n  
college. Jam's Orchestra, Razz was the hnjo i s t  Jack was the 
p i a n j s t a n d t t t e r y p l a y e d u p i n r a ) # ! - f o r : ~ - a t t h e  
pier w. Iab Geszerva, thatlswhere Jackmet his wife. Well 
-'re sewnd cwnxsins. We had a very nice letter fram Razz wfien Ja& 
died. m f a c t h e w u p h e a e t o a e e h i m ~ b w a . i n t h a ~ i t a L .  
Donofc#ursewasyomg@r. 
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A: Ncrw he was quite a b i t  ycxlnger than Razz, wasn't he? 

a: Idm'tlaaJ.  Therewasamtherb*inthereand1&ptm 
h ~ t h e y ~ b u t I t h i n k D o n i s t h e ~ .  

A: Oh Alfred, wasn't it A l f r e d ?  

Q: Y e s ,  he lived a r t  in  California ard he's dead. 

A: Qh really. 

A: Rrk Razz used to play the banjo and sm in the -. He 
used to hold this doll and sing, what was that that was so 
papular then? 

A: No, that was lcavg after-. This was long abut ,  oh he usedito 
rock Umt doll. I can see him yet. I'll  think of it later ku t  i t ~ w a s  
Elort of a lullaby and he had a doll and he mckd it and sang this, 
He ard Jack wme very close. TMI also Jack, wfien he was in college 
at  the U. of I., had an omhestxa arer there that Razz was not h. 
They61hl.ppedtheirorchestra~accxlpleof mmwrsonthe 
ships. ~ too )o ld thanmthash ipsandthey 'dp laymmes l .L i~ ,  
t h e p a s ~ & i p S ,  ~ ~ t h e y u s e d t o h m e t h e n .  Theygattheir 
p a a g e w e r ~ a n d b a c k a r s d t h e n t t J r , o r ~ ~ t o r o a m  
a m m l ,  bicydlsatrxmd, andgotothesehcstelsandstayc~erthere 
awhile hefore the ship went back. A- experience, they 
bicycled arand, they didn't have cars then. They went all through 
Germany and yau name it and that's while they wens in college. 

Q: T h q  m l y  did have a great t b m  didn't theqt? 

A: Ja& had an orchestra and my brother, George, had an 0-. 
George used to play sampbne. T h q  practiced crut at aur hause at 121 
Illini 

Q: yau played the piano? 

A: Y e s ,  I was a pianist, George was a ' , and Jack was a 
pianist. J a e  was very -ue i Y Z E E ! m d  reed rmsic as 
well as play "f* S e e  -18 mrraally, when they play by ear, 
canltreadmsc, WheCQUldboth. Wehaveatapeofhishere-t 
he nrrlr for my dad. H e  rmld sit dam d play Le-, classical 
nusic, m a r  music, you ~ r m a  it and we alwayls used to have ~~singtP 
WhwthefamUygottqether. W e 1 d a l l g a ~ a r w n d t h e p i a m a n 3  
shq. All the old favorites, you lorcw. He had a remarkable facility 
or )ma& or a gi f t  of being able to sit dovn arrl play anything M he 
CCPlld &ill read music. 

Q: Isn't that DO your children have this musical talent? 
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Q: Tell me a little bit Wt him. 

A: Wellhewasavery-man. H a s a i d r h a t b e m t a n d  
didn't mime any words ahaR it. As I say, he didn't have any fontat 
that he follared. He le just as apt to say scolething in the middle 
o f . P - , v e r y ~ , ~ ~ ? l a . v e r y c p p r s e d t o C O r Z Z l P U o n ,  
vice which was just beginning to rear it's ugly head in thcse days. 
His wife, I'm try- to ramhr her first nama, she was a very, very 
p l e a s a n t ~ ~ t h e y h a d c n e l i t t l e b q r .  Andy. h c a m . a l ~ a f f e r  
they mme here. I thrurpt at that the, and I was little. I 
~ t t h e y w a s s c a t o f o l d t o h r n r a a y a o q s t e r M I ~ m ~ t h e y  

as old as I m s  when I had Jafm. But she was very active in 
t h e ~ a r d J e r r y u n r s o f w u r s e i n ~ 1 e t a c h a r g e o f ~ i n  
the cfnnrh. There w s  m assistant. In those days thy  didn't have 
assistarb. We had had suprBuperintendPnt of m y  SchDol and that wa$ 

A: Barb and Sue m, w e l l  all of a, Barb aTld Sue and Jim, dL1 
tonk. Jim was nut a pianist, they took piano yes. &&am is -1 
q u i t e m u s i c a 2 a r d ~ i r n w a s a s o r t o f ~ ~ a ~ .  He- 
accordion, he was @te a d m m z  for -8, he liked w drums, M 
he never rnas very about any of them. John played in the Wgh 
schoo31 omhestm until it pra&i&ly folded up. H e  was a viola 
playef-. H e  still has his viola which is an in type, it's not 
the l i t t l e  me. He's EaPtty gocd. I ash3 him the other day if he 
wanted to sell his viola. H e  said, "No, I dcn't t 3 h k  so really.H 
It 's  still up there maybe he w i l l  it up again. 

Q: Is he still at Sprinsfield? 

A: No, he's at Lincoln rand naw. 
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it. I a p t  knaw, w, &t the -1- was then. I have no 
idea and no way of 3acrwirq, but I 1 m  sure it had to be less than tdqt 
we have m. There WEEI a lat of wealthy families in Christ 
but theylve all lwrg gone. As yau said, More you 
t h a t y a u h a d t o b e a s k d t o  jointhsd#lrch. Thatwasbeforenryt 
but there - a lot of wealthy families ard m t l s  wbat they probably 
dstdonforagoodnrarryyears. M a l l o f  amddmmweaxeba& 
to being down to earth ard enreryday, which Haby handles beautifully. 

A: ?hat's right. 

A: That must have been quite a few years ago, before I was born. 

Q: I that Phyllis Hemdon Brissenlien still sits in the 
~ ~ ~ t h e ~ o n . t h e a i s l e b e c a ~ ~ l e U l a t w a r s ~ p t h a t  
her family ranted. I W m  thmgh it's not a rented pew anymom rshe 
still l h  to sit in that particular spat. 

A: Well that's another family, Pnyllis folks. Obed Hamdon used to 
have Hemdm's store arrd his Wife, but I didn't knm they rented them. 

Q: I danlt know when it lxlt they used to hewe little bmss 
mdxrs an them and yau had half a pew. Betty Leinicke still has one 
of the old -. 

did have little rarmbers on the pews but if my f o l h  wer paid % p w  par - it. 
A: Maw t h q  did and never said to me about it. They did 
have mrmbers, each side was ramrbered, on either side of the aisle. 

Q: They had a little arm kind of in the middle of it, of the p w  
1-0 

A: Yes, I ranembr-t. 
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A: Sure. 

Q: what all did wey charrge? 

A: Gee, Sandy, I don't law, did txm&dy give y m  an idea of that? 

Q: Yes, it was maybe 1970, 1965 to 1970 smwbre almg in there? 

A: That muld have been because I gzaduated frem school. I really 
don't it was that late or not. 

Q: Well it could have hen earlier, I can look in the vestry mirn- 
and find that. 

A: Nothing had heen there, it was jllst absolutely b a ~ .  

Q: It mst have h e n  a very austere &un31? 

Q: Did they have coffee h w ?  

A: No. 

Q: Ihatls a recmt imrention. 

Mary Jane "Jerry" Leisenring Spalding Memoir - Archives/ Special Collections - Norris L Brookens Library - University of Illinois at Springfield - UIS



A: Right, we had M y  School, m had a m l w e w m t  hame ard 
that was it. They just didn't. 

A: Right I do, I do, I sure do. 

A: Yes, she did. 

(2: D i d t h e y ~ w a r p m j e c t s w h e r e t h w y ~ ~ m s t u f f  £orthelq&tr 
effort? 

I'm sure t h q  did. 

Q: Aria Bitsey is too. 

A: Ri@k and Jack, krusband. I m e n h r  Jack's dad. I don't 
mxmber that I Iaew his mther but Jack's dad just died not too lang 
aga* 

Q: Right, he was Iaqhier  Insumme, right? 

A: his dad, Jahn Larq?hier, Sr., was out m west W a s h b q t m  by 
E i s m r s ,  I raean where Mrs. F e l b t e i n  is. 

Q: Have you remined friends w i t h  any of the pecple ycxl grew up in 
church with? Have you kpt cloe to arry of them? 
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A: Well yes and no -use mst of thexi have mcrved away. ~ a m i l i e s  
that I grewupwith arem 1- here. Bradishs, JahnBmdiShaM 
his wife and daughter, Lillian, were very active mrdbem of Christ 
Chw& and the Bmdkhs used to l ive a couple of houw Bast of us 
here. Mm. Bradiah was cmlmdhn of lSnmlnws Ham for yeam. In 
fact we played bridge in Lincolnts Ham when she was custodian. 

Q: CZI yau did? 

A: we sure did and then after^. Bradish,~ixginiaBrcrwnmsquite 
a writer. She wrota sweml little books &xnrt Linaoln. We played 
b r i d g e u p s t a i r s i n t h e a ~ .  Whentheqmrbmtsusedtobe 
u y # 3 t a i r ~ ,  they lived .there. It was nut a l l  open to the yxlblic as it 
is naw. 

Q: Ch, these peaple actually lived in rjncolnls Haw? 

A: Yes, t h ~ ~  lived im apartmerrts upstab and than they'd go 
duwnthes-hirs i n t h e b a c k a n d g e t ~ w h i l e w e w e m p l a y i n g  
b r i q .  It was sort of wleird, but Mrs. Wadi&- there & thgn 
Virginia I3ma-1 fill- her. You had a sort of Atrnry feeling ah& 
playing bridge in  Iimoln's H a r e .  

Q: m t  did they use for a kitchen? 

A: Y e s .  

Q: The me that is m a d  as a an old  tin^ Mtchen rim? It was 
mcrdem. 

A: m. Bradish was very active in Christ Chm& as well as her 
daupter, Lillian. Lillian was married to R i M  Lkmey who was an 
actlve of mist: ch-. H e  was a  trust officer at the 
Springfield l Q r h  Bank. They had o m  son ard in later, I dmlt knm 
hcrw marry yearS, they d i ~ m  and ahe ard mwed b 
Maine. Lillian I wem very, very gocd frimds. I'm trying to 
think vho else was in that. Oh, cliff EEathawayls first wife, mqie 
Hathaway, was in that bridge cluh also, when we used to play bridge 
way two w e b .  I hwenlt played bridge far years. 

Q: I lwe to play bridge. I'm not: very gaod, but I mjcy it. 
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A: W e & t o p l a y a l o t o f k ~ 1 Y u t : t h i s w a s a l i t U e h r i ~ c L u b .  
1 t g t a r t a d c r u t w l . t h f a u r t a b l e s a n d ~ ~ d c k J n t o t h r e e t a b L e s a n d  
it went dclwn to tm tables and w e  ended up w i t h  ane table playing 

el= besides bridge, I don't r e m m b r  what it was. 'IheyPd 
all mrved away or died. B i l l i e  Raynes, &e was not a of mist 
Chumh. She was a W i l l h ,  B i l l i e  and Mary W i l l i a m s ,  lived over here 
C m ~ l n ~ ~ a n d F a y s t t e .  

Q: Do yQu renmkc  any of the big diwlers, parties, potluc)cs and 
like that? 

A: Y e s ,  I &m1t think as I ary of them wma mucks. 

Q: Especially at Christ m? 

A: Y e s .  

A: It could have been before I was a nmher .  
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A: Yes. 

Q: Who was Boarner Davis? ask me, do you 

A: Who? 

Q: BoconerWis. Thatwassqps&tobe*nzlmaof-ofthe 
Memi' group, BOQmer mis mn&eon club. 

a: I think sar&&y told nE ard I canlt rexmbK for sur@. 

A: Wel l s cnne ,but sa~were in theh ik .  Theywtwepmbab1yh-1 
p s t i c r m s  where they could afford to stay away lmger. It didn't mkks 
any cliff- if they gat back: in time. So this w a s  like Dr. w. 
Idcxlltlrncrwwhetherhewaserver. m. mlmrwas.thaonewhowas 
rnore a d v e .  Wrt they run the TB sanatorium the -ian 
HcrnvabncrwandwasaverynotedTBmarrdmicianandwhat 
have yau. Of axme it wasn't as big and expensive as it was nuw, but 
it had a very good reputation. I am tryM to think of Mm. -Is 
first m, ahe wwrkd hard dam there. There again thera was mcndy 
h 1 W  as far as the chm& was acaLaerned. The Ha-, and I'm sure 
I a ~ ~ ~ l a o k e d a l o t o f ~ ,  theHemAons. ' I h e r e a r e a l o t m .  

Q: A lot of people have axe and gone? 

A: m. 
Q: Iwasgo~torPakymsamsmoreaboutthewallwheretheyhave 

"F e hied. Haw long ago w a ~ i  that started where people were 
put -,*yau- 
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A: ThqtakearJtaneoutof thewal lanthegardas ideandputQe 
crypt, the box, right in there and p& the stons back in and then they 
p t  the plaque in .the upper part of the wall. 

Q: In the gzdm? Ware there very matry take place in the 
gar-? 

A: Yes, t h e y h a d w d d h p w .  meywereveryprstty. 
ripon the w e a m  tao, you knm. Y e s ,  they used to have a lot of ice 
cmsm 80~:ials and te2ls for the Wmmnts Auxiliary. 'Ihat gadem v a s  not 
as pretty as it is m. Eleanor Gwer has done a beautiful job, she 
and her wmdttee in taking m of that garden but it was always a 
prettyspat. A n d i t ' s j & l h I b e t I ~ v e M a l a t = ~ i e s a y  
they'd go by aa the street and they'd axre in and sit dmn. It was 
l ikeahavmforthe~downtcrwn~rclughflretabe2lbletowalkin 
there and sit dcrwn the dmr& and the -1e on the ather 
side. 

Q: Yes, I used to use it when I worked dawrrtawn. 

A: Still I'm wandering. Do yau know what the churdl carranittees me 
planning to do w i t h  that SBars pmpety? Are they going to build over 
tihere or mat? 

Q: lntstushgtheaparbnentsastheyare, d o i n g ~ ~ e l h g t o  
make them livable. Wrt I assume, at the present time, they are just 
going to  cmtirme mthg it as it is replted, the office space and 
whatmar living space, v i h a w  it's nmkd out to now. W z t  it's the 
last pi- of land adjacent to the Um& that can get their 
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h a n d s r n i f t h e y n e e d t o ~ a n d a l s o f o r p a r  
- i r p a r k i n g s p a ~ 8 8 a n d t h e n ~ t l & ~ .  I ";;s, They they-- 
kinaof forawhileardopenthatuptom~hparkingarea.  
Uley just feel if Uqr dm% get that of land nrw, that the 
muml will buy eventually, bealuse it's the a l l y  dir@&im they can 
a. 
A: That's right, a t ' s  right, I laxrw a t .  

A: I just-. 1 h a d ~ t a l ) r e d t o ~ a b a U t w h a t t h e y  
planned t o  use it for, Wt I ' m  sure he had scrnething in mina. 

Q: Yes, t h e w a r e n w a r r t e d t o s e l l i t a n d t h e y ~ t r ~ ~ t ~ g i v e t h e  
cfnuchasgwdadealasthey&dwithautgivingwavarythinJ 
thamlves. TheywemtryingtobefairandIthin)rthaylvapmb&ly 
worked it out verymll. Wzt they fe l t  like if the dlurdlwwld ever 
naed to grav an3 gut to the point they needed more facilities, 
that's ths m l y  way we cauld do it. 

A: Wsll I'm try* b m m m b r  bhme the offiaes used to be. Yau 
still w a l k  up the s t a h  ard the basement & the dining rrxrn was 
s t i l l ~ ~ t h e k i t & e n w a s s t i l l ~ a n d ~ ~ u p t h e  
stairs ard there was this auditorium with a stage, M the offices . . . I guess it's all chqed  so nu&, but it was prnbably right there 
w h e r e i t i s n a w b u t ~ ~ ~ ~ 3 n o t h i n g o n ~ o t h e r s i d e .  Y o u w e n t  
right into these glass doors and went into the auditorium. 

Q: 2he way I thhk it was, ard tell me i f  this sax& right when I 
s a y i t ,  y a u ~ u p t h e s t a h a s y c ~ z ~ i n n a w a n d m ~ s i d e  
twards the alley, or tt.Le east, w a s  whera the d n ~ ~ &  offices were. 

Q: An3 then the priest's office was in hck of the Hokyls is? 

A: Ri#lt.  

Q: So IAat the offices ended mm with the top of the sta3ra7 

A: Right an3 than ycu right into this glassed-in . . . 

A: No, it WEIS ~1 the other side helo. the stage, right belw the 
rstage b m r &  the alley an that side. 
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Q: al sure, sure they do. 

A: We had the sam w i t h  our other kids. 

Q: wxttheysaidthattheteengroeqpwasgrowhgagain. -had 
gotten scarce so I'm glad to eee it. It gut  down to about 
smm or eight. N w  it Is up to amxd fi- or sixteen I guess 
mtY regulm on m y .  

A: Well that's good. 

A: It's a big juq  yes, if you can get eury of t h a n  back. We had the 
srmve w i t h  dhr  three. They d r i f t d  may for awhile and it used 
t 0 b a t h e r m e I s u t : t h s y ~ ~ ~ b a c ; k .  Yaujusthavetolettkmgotheir 
am way. K i d s  these dam are not ruled. I wmldnlt say ruled, but 
t h e y h a v e t h e i r u w n m i n d s ~ t h e y a r e g o i n g t o r s p e a k i t ~ u s e i t  
whereas when we were g m w h q  up you didn't have the freedm that they 
have nrrw arrd you didn't 3awkJ anVthing else. 

of Side m, Tape Ttm 
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